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on metaphysical ground? For my part, I do not believe that we can 
treat of the ideal surface, line, and point, as these exist for the mathe- 
matician, and distinguish them from surfaces, lines, and points, as di- 
rectly revealed in sense experiences, without entering into questions 
touching the subjective and objective, appearance and reality, which are 
unequivocally metaphysical questions. The chapter on " Psychical 
Standards and Units " carries one, I think, into much the same field. 

However, these are matters on which we should all decide to hold our 
opinions, if we have opinions, tentatively. Dr. Venn has set us an 
example of candor and modesty which we would do well to follow. 

As for the style of the book, it is clear and simple, offering no unneces- 
sary difficulties to the reader; the learning of the author will be appre- 
ciated by the discriminating, but unnecessary references have been care- 
fully avoided, and there is no show of learning at all. The temper of the 
work reminds one of the writings of Henry Sidgwick; but the present 
volume, while retaining all the patient fair-mindedness of the " Methods 
of Ethics," is much more readable. In closing, I may say that Dr. Venn 
made his reputation long ago, and the critic of the present day can do 
little either to make or to mar it. But the present-day critic may well 
regard it as a serious duty to urge upon the attention of the rising gen- 
eration a work of such solid worth, and one which so admirably represents 
the scientific spirit at its best. 

George Stuart Fullerton. 

Columbia University. 

Lefons elementaires de psychologie et de philosophie. A. Eey. Paris : 

Edouard Comely & Co. 1908. Pp. viii-4- 1042. 

A most comprehensive outline of psychology and philosophy is given 
by Professor Key. We are usually inclined to look with suspicion upon a 
volume which includes so many subjects as does this one. But upon read- 
ing the book through one sees that the different fields have been well cov- 
ered. The volume contains the following subjects: psychology (pp. 
1-459), esthetics (pp. 461-485), logic (pp. 487-683), ethics (pp. 685-929), 
and metaphysics (pp. 931-1009). The treatment of these subjects is ex- 
tremely systematic and modern. In fact, a lecturer or instructor in such 
subjects as psychology, logic, ethics, or metaphysics could easily do him- 
self credit by following the outline of topics and the treatment given. 

Psychology is well handled. A thoroughly reliable and modern view 
is presented. Such aspects as the motor side of ideal processes, the bio- 
logical function of consciousness, and, in the case of attention and 
memory, the pathology of the subject, are given. As the portion devoted 
to psychology gives such facts as may be found in the modern text-book, 
an abstract of the contents is not necessary. To indicate the general char- 
acter of the treatment, however, I shall give the topics followed in the 
discussion of attention. The author first defines attention and then gives 
the various kinds, as spontaneous and voluntary. Under the topic " Psy- 
chological Aspects" he discusses concentration, adaptation, fluctuation, 
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and interest. Under the topic " Physiological Aspects " he treats of 
changes in the circulation of the blood, respiratory changes, motor phe- 
nomena, and inhibition. The genesis of the different forms of attention 
is then taken up and the theories of attention are briefly considered. The 
function of attention and discrimination is briefly presented. Other 
topics are treated in a similar manner. The section of the book on psy- 
chology will be found most useful to student and instructor alike. In fact, 
it is well worth a translation into English. 

The esthetics is much briefer than the other sections of the book. The 
author here deals in a very general way with such topics as the historical 
conceptions of art, the objective or sociological point of view, the sub- 
jective or individual point of view, science and art, style, art and ethics, 
and art and utility. 

Like the psychology, the logic is modern and far ahead of the elemen- 
tary books in English. In addition to the so-called Aristotelian or formal 
lcgic the author gives an account of the classification of the sciences, 
method in mathematics, method in the natural sciences, and method in the 
psychological and sociological sciences. These divisions alone are ex- 
tremely suggestive. While advanced works like that of Ormond deal with 
such topics, the usual text-book in English does not touch upon them. 
The treatment of method in mathematics is very good. Among other 
topics the author discusses the general method in mathematics, the char- 
acter of mathematical definition, the mechanism of proof, the forms of 
demonstration, and the origin of mathematical notions. 

The ethics discusses the usual topics, as the systems of ethics, obliga- 
tion, sanction, pleasure, sentiment, and reason, duty vs. pleasure as the 
end of life, etc. The social side of ethics is then taken up. The family 
and the state receive some consideration. The section on ethics concludes 
with a presentation of the basic rights of the individual. 

The metaphysics gives a survey of the theories which seek to define 
reality, being, substance, and the absolute. Materialism, spiritualism, 
idealism, apriorism, empiricism, etc., are thus discussed. In connection 
with the individual, freedom and determinism are considered. The sec- 
tion closes with a presentation of the theories of matter, hylozoism, ideal- 
ism, materialism, parallelism, etc. 

For the student the entire volume is most serviceable. The work is 
more than a compend. It is a careful presentation of the most recent 
facts in the various subjects, and is extremely useful because of the 
orderly and systematic treatment given. Felix Arnold. 

New Yobk City. 

Quelque mots sur la definition de Vhysterie. Ed. Claparf.de. Archives 

de psychologie, October, 1907. Pp. 168-193. 

So numerous and so diverse are the hypotheses which have lately been 
offered in explanation of hysterical phenomena, that Claparede's keen 
and logical discussion of the question on the broad lines of biological 
development is a most timely and valuable contribution to the literature. 



